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Press Conference organized by the JCC 
July 27, 2016 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

The Joint Consultative Council for the Construction Industry here states that the outstanding 

payments to consultants and contractors must be paid on or before August 30 2016. The Industry 

as a whole has suffered immensely over the last year and a half. In an attempt at seeking some 

relief the JCC wrote to the Honourable Prime Minister on the 29 January (see attached letter) 

against the back drop of the recent High Court decision which dismissed a claim by Architect 

Terrence G Wiltshire, of the Bynoe Rowe Wilshire Partnership (BRWP) to recover fourteen 

million from the State for consultancy Services. Here the State utilized the Limitation of Certain 

Actions Act noting that the four-year limitation period to initiate the lawsuit had expired. It 

should be noted that Mr. Jack Bynoe recently passed away.  

 

In response to our letter, the Honourable Prime Minister directed the Minister of Works & 

Transportation to meet with the JCC to address this matter. That meeting was held on 9 March 

2016 regarding the outstanding payments and a range of other pertinent matters of concern to the 

construction industry. Amongst the matters discussed was the impact the recent High Court 

matter would have on the State; Public Private Partnership as a vehicle to drive construction; 

local content as a tool to preserve foreign exchange; legality of the actions of State Owned 

Enterprises (SOE’s); Outstanding payments to the local industry and the resumption of 

construction works in an effort to also generate employment and to stimulate the economy. A 

very germane recommendation was for the State to utilize excess liquidity at local banks at a 

preferential rate (4%) in order to satisfy the debt owed to the industry, as opposed to having a 

litany of legal suits whereby the FIDIC Form of Contracts guarantee (9%) for late payments. 

 

Invariably, we acknowledge that there was the need to ascertain the authenticity of the debt as 

there may indeed be some fraudulent and or fictitious claims. However, based on credible 

information from our membership and other sources, the industry is owed approximately Two 

Billion Dollars in legitimate debt. 

We have, through our membership, collated the stated amounts below. Please note that these 

figures are verified debts owed to some members: 

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION 

Average Debt Profile: -  

Education Facilities Company Ltd         $ 800,000,000.00 

Ministry of Works PURE/Nipdec          $ 640,000,000.00 

Housing Development Corporation       $ 750,000,000.00 
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INSTITUTE OF SURVEYORS OF TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 

Land Surveying Division 

Government Entities 

Land Management Division -                                      $216,177.00 

Land Settlement Agencies –                                        $169,171.88 

Housing Development Corporation-                            $ 36, 800.00 

Ministry of Agriculture -                                              $ 38,812.50        

                                                                          $460,961.38       

Quantity & Valuation Surveying Division 

Government Entities including Quasi Government bodies 

approximately                                                                                                 $ 10,100,000.00 

 

ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS OF TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 

Consultant Engineers:  

Government Entities including Quasi Government Bodies approximately    $120,000,000.00   

 
 

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 
 

Consultants: 

 

Sport Company of Trinidad & Tobago approximately                                  $20,000,000.00 
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In closing, we note with some degree of consternation that our members may be forced to seek 

legal redress in these harsh economic times so as to protect their interest. Furthermore, this 

places those members at a disadvantage when tendering on new project as they are asked to state 

if they have taken legal action against a previous client and, if in the affirmative, are marked 

down on the tender score sheets. 

The central issue here is the lack of a clear, cogent and compelling response from the State 

on why these verified payments are not being paid. The construction sector is the largest 

employer outside of the government and has been severely hamstrung by this action, 

causing massive layoffs throughout the industry. Some of the smaller contractors are also 

being forced out of business at a time when housing and construction activities are cited by 

the State as having a crucial role to play in the revitalization of the economy. 

 

END OF PRESS RLEASE. 


